Activity: Genetic Disease: Considering a scenario from different points of view.

A Case Study 

“Whitakers have their tissue matched baby”

A British couple have succeeded in their quest to have a tissue matched baby. Their son suffers from Diamond-Blackfan anaemia, a rare disorder of the blood, which means he has to undergo a blood transfusion every three weeks. His only chance is a bone marrow transplant from a compatible donor. The parents decided that they would have another child if it was compatible as a donor to their son and could provide the necessary stem cells.
After their request to be allowed to use embryo screening was denied in the UK, they travelled to Chicago.

A baby was born with matching tissue and a sample of blood was taken and stored in a stem cell unit at Oxford. 

Is it right for the parents to choose to provide a baby as a match for their son?
Pupil task: In your group, consider the situation from the point of view of:
· The doctor in the UK

· The parents

· The child who has the disease

· The child who was born to provide the appropriate stem cells

What arguments would each person make in support of their point of view?







