Case Studies.  Introduction


 Introduction to the Case Studies

Case studies 1 to 5 are the product of investigative work carried out by teachers in a number of schools in Central Scotland. They illustrate a number of approaches to using mapping in the classroom, and contain ideas that are linked to the general ideas presented in the section on "mapping".

Case Study 1 uses opportunities for concept mapping with a P 7 class, both for investigating and during hand-on learning.  The children worked in groups and were encouraged to use “Kidspiration” software to improve their maps.  

Case Study 2 gives a clear teaching sequence for mind mapping with a P5 class.   The series of graded steps starts with very familiar content and progresses to newly learned science topic on light lenses and sound.  Some activities described are from other curricular areas.

Case Study 3 records how a class with no previous experience of mapping moved from brainstorming through mind mapping and towards concept mapping.   This is an S2 class studying Forces.

Case Study 4 describes the activities of a class learning to use mind maps  across the curriculum.   At the end of the school year they were asked to apply what they had learned to revision of their science topics.

Case study 5 shows the use of pre-prepared  mind maps being used as end of topic revision tools.  Learners also created their own maps.  The study includes a brief list of the wide spread use of mapping across departments in this secondary school.

Case Study 6  records the insights of pairs of teachers who compared maps.   The discussions covered teaching mapping and teaching science.   Artistic mind maps and very detailed concept maps were produced.

There are additional examples of children’s work, with a narrative by the teacher, 

Part 2.3( but at the end of Part 3 )

Roles for mapping in enhancing learning – revision- school example in S 3 Biology class and work of a Higher student– mind maps
Part 3.5  Teaching Children to Create maps – school example in S3 Chemistry class– concept maps

To make the case studies easier to use.

· The header of each page reminds you of the teaching and learning context. 

· The structure of each of these case studies includes:

· A summary 

· The main narrative - including examples of children's work 

· The views of teachers, and pupils in some,  on using mapping - based on the experience of the case study 
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