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Hundreds of years ago people did not understand where young animals came from. Since they often could not see animals mating or laying their eggs they could only decide that young animals had been formed from their environment - from non-living material.

Here is one opinion from 350 years ago :-

"No one can doubt that worms are made from the cheese or wood they live in. Beetles and wasps are made from cow dung. If you do not believe this go to Egypt and look at the swarms of mice formed from the banks of the Nile."

An Italian scientist, Franscesco Redi did not believe these ideas. He showed that maggots were not made from the rotting meat they lived in but were the young of flies. His experiment is drawn below. Fresh meat was put in three flasks.
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Which flask (or flasks) could flies enter?

In which flask would you expect to find maggots after a few days?

COMPLETE:  The maggots hatched from________laid on the meat by flies.

Why do you think flies lay their eggs in rotting meat?

Which flask(s) could air enter?

Which flask(s) could bacteria enter?

The meat in all the flasks rotted. Explain why the meat rotted even in flask B.

