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Scottish Convention on the Development of Thinking

Creative Approaches
Please select one workshop to attend from each of the sessions A, B and C described below. In addition there is a meeting for SCOTAT during lunchtime.

SCOTAT (Scottish Teachers Advancing Thinking) was launched at the Scottish Convention on Development of Thinking on 3rd October 2003, at Heriot Watt University. The main aim of SCOTAT is to build and maintain a sustainable network for promoting and supporting cognitive acceleration approaches and other similar thinking programmes to teachers in Scotland.  SCOTAT is organised by a self-selecting and voluntary group of people. 

If you would like to join, please contact Tricia Egerton  

E-mail: Tricia.Egerton@fife.gov.uk
Workshop Descriptions


A.1 Getting started with ‘Thinking Science’ in S1

Roseleen Kennedy










Secondary

An introduction to the ‘Thinking Science’ programme and the Cognitive Acceleration Model. This session is suitable for teachers new to ‘Thinking Science’. No previous experience is necessary.

A.2 Getting started with ‘Let’s Think!’ 



Catherine Sinclair

Primary


This is an introduction to the materials of ‘Let’s Think!’, a cognitive acceleration programme for five and six year olds.  No previous experience is necessary. At the end of this session you will be interested in finding out more and also able to ‘have a go’ with the materials in your own school.  You will gain some ‘hands on’ experience of activities from the pack and an awareness of the principles behind  ‘Let’s Think!’ as well as some insights into issues related to classroom management of the programme.

A3. First Steps in ‘Let’s Think through Science!’


Brian Batchelor

Primary

This is an interactive exploration of the materials, focussing on strategies for promoting group interactions and developing children’s understanding of Science in the 5-14 curriculum. Issues surrounding the implementation of ‘Let’s Think through Science!’ will also be discussed.

A.4 Meeting Numeracy and Literacy Targets and Still Developing Thinking

The Angus Thinking Development Team

All

This workshop will give particular examples of how cognitive acceleration methods can enhance numeracy and literacy teaching through problem solving strategies and groupwork. 

A.5 Formative Assessment and Cognitive Acceleration      
Carolyn Yates

Secondary

Carolyn will present some practical ways of using cognitive conflict for formative assessment, based on her work with Christine Harrison who is a member of Paul Black’s research team into ‘Assessment for Learning’ in the classroom at King’s College London. 

B.6 Data and all that Stuff

The Glasgow City Council Cognitive Acceleration Team, 

Chaired by Professor Philip Adey

Secondary

This workshop will take you through the recommended post-test for evaluating ‘Thinking Science’ and how to mark it. The team will also show you how they analyse and use data to inform the support and development they give schools using Cognitive Acceleration approaches. This workshop is suitable for those already using ‘Thinking Science’ and those with responsibility for monitoring and evaluating improving science in secondary schools.

 B.7 Adapting Cognitive Acceleration Materials for Pupils with Special Needs

Sally Howard

All

This is a practical workshop based on action research in a primary school. It explores how metacognition and social construction can be developed in pupils with special educational needs to enhance their concentration and social development. 

Sally Howard's session will also show how to address secondary Science sessions, based on her research, using examples to illustrate the most appropriate material for groups. The major focus is on recognising the dilemma between cognitive acceleration and developing social construction to improve social behaviour with SEN pupils.

B.8 Strategies for Group Discussion in the Classroom

Tom Dickson

All

Come and have your brains cognitively accelerated as you think about metacognition and social construction. This workshop shows how to cope with ‘letting the ideas fly’ in the classroom, yet still managing to keep control. Group problem solving can be both hard and fun. 

B.9 Meeting Numeracy and Literacy Targets and still Developing Thinking

The Angus Thinking Development Team

This workshop is a repeat of workshop A4.

B.10 Promoting Creative Thinking in the Middle Years

Ken Gouge

All

This session will explore the links between critical thinking, and the development of creativity. You will also find out how the Cognitive Acceleration Model is being developed in the arts. No previous experience is necessary.

C.11 Hard Thinking in Thinking Science 



Ken Taylor

Secondary

Ken has used the full ‘Thinking Science’ programme successfully for several years. He will show you how to find your way through lessons on probability, correlation and formal modelling. This workshop is for those who have some experience of teaching ‘Thinking Science’ and those about to start using ‘Thinking Science’ in S2.

C.12  ‘Let’s Think Through Maths!’


Carolyn Yates and Sally Howard

Primary

This is the newest programme out of the Cognitive Acceleration stable. Carolyn and Sally will give a critique on the materials and how these fit with existing primary programmes. No previous experience of cognitive acceleration programmes is necessary.

C.13 Promoting Creative Thinking in the Middle Years

Ken Gouge

All

This is a repeat of workshop B.10

C.14 The Place of Cognitive Acceleration in National CPD programmes. 

Mary Logue

All

Mary will describe the history of the Angus project and show how cognitive acceleration programmes exemplify good practice in learning and teaching.   It will address formative assessment, problem solving, the gender divide, challenge (enterprise), creativity and attainment and achievement and inclusion. This is why TSEC has chosen to include the project in the national CPD pack. She will also show how cognitive acceleration fits into GALLUS and NESSC.

C.15 ICT, A Bridge or Barrier to Cognitive Development?
Tricia Egerton

All

This session will raise and answer questions on the appropriateness and benefits of using ICT as a tool to encourage cognitive development. It will use examples of ICT in the classroom and suggest ways of using ICT to support CA programmes.   It will also provide an opportunity to stimulate your grey matter! 
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